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Objective: One of the major concerns surrounding agricultural activity in Iran today is
the accelerating fragmentation of agricultural lands. This phenomenon poses a serious
threat to the implementation of national agricultural policies and has the potential to
exacerbate existing production challenges in the sector. The issue, which began with the
implementation of land reform programs and has intensified in recent years due to
inheritance practices, has received limited academic attention. The present study seeks to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon in the rural areas of
Savojbolagh County by examining both its legal and religious foundations.

Methods: This applied research adopts a mixed-methods approach and is philosophically
grounded in pragmatism due to its methodological integration. Data collection combined
documentary and field research, including seven focus group interviews (3-5 participants
each) and sixteen individual interviews. The findings were analyzed using grounded
theory methodology, following coding in MAXQDA software. Fourteen rural settlements
were selected based on expert recommendations and criteria such as the number of
agricultural stakeholders, cultivated land area, and agricultural output.

Results: According to the Holy Qur’an, land is not considered a private asset or form of
wealth but rather a means for livelihood and labor. Similarly, Islamic jurisprudence and
Iranian legal codes affirm that the ultimate management and ownership of land rest with
the Islamic government. Nonetheless, inheritance laws and historical land reform
programs have been major drivers of land fragmentation. In the rural regions studied,
several local conditions have contributed to the intensification of this trend. The causal
conditions include climate change and rising agricultural production costs. Intervening
factors include shifts in social lifestyle, rural population growth, urbanization and
informal settlement expansion, limited rural services and infrastructure, and the weak
financial capacity of farmers. Contextual conditions comprise environmental and
ecological features as well as the morphology and structure of agricultural land. Strategic
factors include legal frameworks, the expertise and performance of local managers, the
level of managerial coordination, and farmers’ awareness and knowledge. Consequences
identified include agricultural productivity and profitability challenges, as well as soaring
land prices.

Conclusions: To curb the ongoing fragmentation of agricultural lands, it is essential to
involve experts and specialists in a coordinated effort to reform current inheritance laws
and land division regulations, while also addressing the root causes that perpetuate this
phenomenon.
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Introduction

Agriculture plays a fundamental role in sustaining livelihoods, promoting rural development,
and alleviating poverty. However, a deeply concerning trend in rural Iran is the increasing
fragmentation of agricultural lands—a process that began roughly 60 years ago with land
reform initiatives and has accelerated over the past two decades due to inheritance-driven land
division. This trend threatens to undermine agricultural policy objectives and intensify
production-related challenges. Given the limited research on this issue, the present study aims
to construct a comprehensive and integrated model of the factors, motivations, causes, and
consequences underlying agricultural land fragmentation in Savojbolagh County.

Methods

This applied research adopts a mixed-methods approach and is philosophically rooted in
pragmatism. Data were collected from both library/documentary sources and fieldwork, which
included seven focus group interviews (3-5 participants) and sixteen individual interviews.
Grounded theory was used to analyze the data after coding the interviews in MAXQDA
software. Fourteen rural settlements were selected based on expert advice and specific criteria,
including the number of agricultural stakeholders, cultivated area, and production levels. The
resulting model categorizes the core factors into five major themes, grouped into three
overarching categories.

Results

Data were analyzed using a problem tree framework in MAXQDA, identifying consensus-
driven factors derived from interviews and session transcripts. The coding process unfolded in
three stages: 39 meaningful units in stage one, 15 sub-categories in stage two, and 5 core
categories in the final stage. The final model outlines five dimensions of the fragmentation
phenomenon:

o Causal Conditions: Climate change and the high cost of agricultural production.

e Intervening Conditions: Social lifestyle changes, population growth in rural areas,
urban sprawl, limited services and infrastructure in rural regions, and farmers’ financial
vulnerability.

« Contextual Conditions: Environmental, ecological, and morphological characteristics
of agricultural lands.

o Strategic Factors: Legal frameworks, the competence of local managers, coordinated
land management, and the awareness and knowledge levels of farmers.

e Outcomes: Reduced agricultural productivity, lower profitability, and soaring land
prices.

Conclusion

Preventing further fragmentation of agricultural lands necessitates the active involvement of
experts and stakeholders to initiate substantive reforms in inheritance and land division laws.
Addressing the underlying causes through legal, managerial, and structural changes is essential
to mitigate the negative outcomes identified.

Keywords: Inheritance, Rural Economy, Religious Teachings, Fragmentation of Agricultural
Lands Rural Areas..
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